
The History of Ambler Elementary School  
 

Before 1868 no public schools existed. The children were educated in pay 
schools or subscription schools. These schools were operated from one to three 
months in the townships financially able to support them. In 1837 the Pendleton 
District had 22 schoolsð11 in what is now Pickens County.  

The School Commissioners of Pickens District from 1828-35 and 1837-
1852 were listed as Joseph Gresham, Chairman; Wm. L. Keith, Secretary 
/Treasurer; Silas Kirksey, Joseph B. Reid, F.N. Garvin, Samuel Mosley, J.R. Cox, 
W.C. Lee, J.A. Doyle, J.L. Kennedy, and M. Jones. Salaries of teachers were 
$10.00 per year per child for a First Class teacher, $8.00 per year per child for 
Second Class teachers, and $6.00 per year per child for Third Class teachers. 
This was just for teaching the free pupils in a school (limited to 4, 6, or 8 
depending on the school). Parents who could were expected to pay tuition for 
their children. 
 The Civil War and Reconstruction changed school structure. The citizens 
of Pickens County who participated as Confederates were disfranchised. The 
electorate was now in the hands of those who had not aided the Confederacy. 
Public education began in 1868 when the new state constitution provided for 
teachersô salaries based on student enrollment. The first Superintendent of 
Education was Justus K. Jillson. In 1870 the first board of school commissioners 
was organized in Pickens County. Twenty-four trustees were appointed and a 
meager curriculum was decided upon. 
 In 1893 the county was cut into school districts of approximately nine 
square miles each, and a one-room schoolhouse was placed near the center. 
Schools ran from a few weeks in the summer in the poorer districts to seven or 
more months in the better-off ones. In 1895 the constitution required separate 
schools for white and colored children. 

 



 Although no record has been found, Ambler was probably built in 1893 as 
the school for the newly formed Ambler District. It had wooden shingles and 
wooden shutters. It sat across the road from the present building. In 1899 Ambler 
is listed as having one building for whites (on 9 sq. miles), two white teachers 
and 43 white pupils. This made a 21.5 pupil: teacher ratio. The session lasted 
five months. The greatest distance walked by pupils was 2.37 miles. 

About 1906 the South Carolina Legislature passed an act to give school 
districts money for building. The district had to give an equal amount. So, in 1909 
this building was torn down and the two-room schoolhouse was built. The 
students who attended that year are pictured below. 

 
Improvements that were made to the building over the years can be seen 

in the pictures of it that still exist. Most notably, those who attended school in this 
building remember the bell tower, although it doesnôt appear in early pictures.  

 


